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Full Board of Directors Meeting 

MINUTES 

August 7, 2014 

 

President – Kim Coates 

 

Kim brought the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.  She thanked Morrison & Foerster and 

Pam Delnevo and Jennifer Murov for providing the space and hosting the meeting. Kim 

reminded the Board  that only voting members of the Board can approve minutes (Kim 

Coates, Pam Delnevo, Dee Sannazzaro Gray, Ceanne Herndon, Amie Morelli, Annie 

Lathram, Juanita Luna and Linda Belcher). With that said  July’s Board minutes were 

approved by Linda Belcher and Ceanne Herndon.   

 

Nominating Committee.  Suzanne Lawler, chair of the nominating committee, explained 

that the by-laws stated that in the event that a position had to be replaced during the 

Board year, the nominating committee would choose a nominee to fill that position, and 

the full board of directors would vote.  (Kim asked Pam Delnevo to leave the room 

before this next discussion took place.)   

 

A copy of the bylaw section outlining the process was distributed.  Suzanne Lawler 

explained that the Nominating Committee convened a special meeting to bring to the 

board a nominee.  Kim Coates explained that this particular section was added in 1998.  

The committee did look at a pool of 15 eligible candidates and narrowed it down to one – 

Pam Delnevo. Kim Coates expressed how Pam’s current service on the Executive 

Committee has proven her worthiness, Ceanne recalled a personal memory of Pam’s 

welcoming nature years ago as an example of how the membership would benefit from 

her leadership and Jeanne Marlow expressed Pam’s fantastic support when she served 

with her and filled in as a co-chair of the Diversity/Internship committee.   

 

A vote was called to approve  the Nominating Committee’s choice of Pam Delnevo.  The 

vote was unanimous.  Pam reentered the room with congratulatory applause and Kim 

Coates thanked the nominating committee of Jason Santiago, Suzanne Lawler, Cynthia 

Walrod, Krista Davis and Jeanne Marlow  

 

  

Kim explained that now there is an opening for Secretary and that anyone who is 

interested or would like to nominate someone for the position should email Suzanne 

Lawler by the end of the day on Friday, August 8, 2014.  Pam offered her support to the 

incoming secretary.    
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Fall Quarterly.  Kim discussed that there were four potential speakers for the upcoming 

September quarterly (Tina Chin, from the White House, Mya West Harris, Dr. Erin 

Reeves and Renel ). Suzanne Lawler recommended to speak with ALA Director Mark 

Bridgeman regarding diversity as he may have some ideas.  Kim should know by the end 

of day, Friday regarding these four. Steve Morris also recommended Kimberly Papillon, 

a Bay Area speaker that presented at Region 6 conference in Las Vegas.   

 

   

Vice President/President-Elect – Pam Delnevo 

 

Calendar.  Pam distributed a draft calendar and asked for updates/corrections.   

 

Business Partner Sponsors. Kim addressed a question on whether or not a business 

partner could be a speaker. This was discussed by the executive committee and they 

determined that it was OK if there was no other sponsor and if they understood they were 

not there to sell a product.  Linda Belcher mentioned all her sections were sponsored and 

asked if they could switch their sponsor out with another section and Cynthia Walrod 

suggested it might be OK for them to speak at a sponsored section if the business partner 

was not in the same industry or was in a complementary industry. Someone also asked if 

it was OK to add a session.  Matt Ogden asked if having more than one BP there dilute 

the crowd?  Kim appreciated all input but suggested for now to find a section that has not 

been sold and see if the business partner can be adaptable to that section.    

 

Steve Morris stated that there's a Business Partner who wants to talk about strategies in 

purchasing. 

 

Business of Law Conference.  Kim encouraged everyone to attend the Business of Law 

(formerly Region 6) Conference in Portland.  The Golden Gate Chapter is in a tie with 

the Oregon chapter for number of attendees.   We have 20 members attending.  Let's beat 

Oregon!   

 

Jennifer Connon mentioned that the cost was $100 more this year than last year's Region 

6 conference and she feels that it is getting too expensive.  Ceanne mentioned CLI costs 

went up as well. Nancy Hamlett may know about the registration for  annual. Suzanne 

will follow up on the costs with HQ. 

 

Kim reminded the group that there is a $100 bonus for referring a non-member to a 

conference 

 

Jeanne Maher.  Kim announced that Jeanne Maher, a former GGC president 1985-1986, 

had passed away.  She was highly regarded and went into politics.  The Chapter will 

make a donation in her name.  We will have a dedication by Nancy Siegel to her in our 

September/October newsletter.  Kim will take steps to identify the appropriate charity. 

 

Section/Committee Reports 
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Community Connection.  Katherine Hollander asked for board approval for a $100 

Light the Night donation from the chapter to supplement what the participants raise.  She 

also requested $100 for the Curry Center, to collect toiletries.  Maryann Milla stated that 

the Compass Center will be sending a request for us to adopt families. It was pointed by 

Dee that the adopt families money was no longer in Community Connection; it was 

moved to contributions.    

 

Ceanne explained that Executive Committee talked about donations when there is a 

fundraising component.  We decided to limit the donations to $100, when there is 

fundraising.   

 

Katherine Hollander stated that the July Food Bank event was very well attended and 

they will schedule another one in the Spring. 

 

Suzanne Lawler was approached by Breast Cancer Walk on October 11 on Mt. 

Tamalpias, at a reduced registration $37.50.  Suzanne is happy to organize it and we need 

at least five participants.  Business Partners have wanted to participate in the past.  They 

ask that one raises $250.00 per participant.  Kim suggested placing this on the website to 

see if there was interest.  

 

Treasurer – Dee Sannazzaro Gray 

 

Dee reported that we are renewing the annual Fidelity Bond through headquarters.  It’s a 

$50,000 bond and the premium is $125/year.   

 

Cynthia asked if we have that much money, why is our bond only for $50,000, shouldn't 

it be higher?  Ceanne asked the same question at the executive committee meeting; the 

EC discussed that perhaps it is the same as the fidelity bond for the 401(k) and that 

maybe best practices are that you have a percentage of your total assets.  Cynthia is 

concerned that it is not enough in the event embezzlement we would all be liable, Dee is 

going to get those answers for the membership.  Jason asked if other chapters have the 

same coverage -- Dee will research.   

 

In the month of July, the Chapter had receipts totaling $13,595.00 and expenses of 

$13,627.19.  There was net loss of $32.19.   

 

 The receipts consisted mostly of membership dues, program revenue and salary 

survey orders. 

 

 The expenses consisted mostly of Business of Law Registration; balance to St. Regis 

& photographer for Summer Quarterly; CLI and BoL conference travel; and the ad 

for salary survey. 
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We have $179,754.14 in the checking account and $25,282.46 in our Money Market 

Account for a total balance of $205,036.60.  We are at a net loss of $14,122.48 for the 

year. 

 

 

Secretary – Pam Delnevo 

 

Upcoming Meetings.  Pam reported the following upcoming meetings: 

 

 Executive Committee Meeting:  August 28 at Morrison & Foerster  

 Board of Directors Meeting:  Scheduled for September 11 at Munger, Tolles & 

Olson. 

 

Webinars.  The next webinars are: 

August 14 - ACA Compliance in 2014 at Reed Smith 

August 26 – Legal Secretaries at Reed Smith 

 

Director at Large – Ceanne Herndon 

The blast went out to our sister associations and she heard from AARM and SFLPA.  

SFLPA sent us their meeting calendar.   

 

She asked if new timing for the blast is acceptable as she's sending it during the day on 

Monday.  There were no complaints with that timing.   

 

Ceanne reported that the site map is well underway.  Ceanne is clicking on every click as 

to what is on the website and mapping.  Matt asked if we are working with the 

programmers, Ceanne said they are great to work with and are open to any suggestions.  

She is filling in for Ingrid.  Matt mentioned that we don't have a "remember me" box, like 

we did on the prior website.  Suzanne said she talked to them about that when we first 

started.  Ceanne will check back with them on "remember me" and "V card".   Kim said 

to contact Ceanne if there are concerns about the website.  Star Chapter has more 

chapters under their belt now so they are amenable to making changes.  The site map will 

also help us with job descriptions.   

 

Rebranding:  Ceanne reported that at CLI we were learned about rebranding.  They will 

present the rebranding to the BOD soon.  Within 6 months association will have a new 

name, logo and website.  The soft launch is November or December and the hard launch 

by next year's annual conference.    Kim mentioned that some chapters are not happy but 

it was explained that we elected this Board for a reason, they are doing their due 

diligence, and we are going to trust that we will come up with.  Linda Belcher asked why 

we were changing, and Kim and Suzanne explained that they want to broaden the name 

since it will cover more positions. 

 

Ceanne invited people to look at the Regional Representatives video on the website.   
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Membership.  Kristen reported that we now have 175 members, 108 participants on the 

ListServ and 22 new members.  The New Member Breakfast is scheduled for September 

19 at Munger, Tolles & Olsen; they will put a list in the newsletter of new members. It 

was also suggested that new members be listed on the home page.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Pamela Delnevo 

 

 

 

 


